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This is the program delivered for last year's cohort of visiting delegates, shared as an example of the kind of week ILPI can involve. Each year's agenda is built around what that year's delegates want to get out of the program, so your own schedule will look different from this one.

  Sunday   
Delegate arrival day — no scheduled program.
  Monday  
1:00pm	Introduction to The Wheeler Centre
Founded when Melbourne was designated a UNESCO City of Literature in 2008, The Wheeler Centre exists to support writers, readers and thinkers through live and digital conversations, debates, readings, performances and discussions. Based in the Melbourne CBD, it is also a hub and home for key literary organisations including Melbourne Writers Festival, Writers Victoria, Express Media, Emerging Writers' Festival and Australian Poetry. — wheelercentre.com
3:00pm	Bookshop walk
A walk dropping in and chatting with some of Melbourne's bookstores and libraries.
4:00pm	Bookshop & library crawl
Visits to Paperback Bookshop, Hill of Content, Athenaeum Library, Sticky Institute and Naarm Ngarrgu Library, finishing at Readings Bookstore Carlton.
6:00pm	Dinner

  Tuesday   
8:30am	Morning meetings
One on one informal meetings, curated for individual programmers' requests.
10:00am	Roundtable #1 — Best Practice Discussions
Hosted by the Melbourne UNESCO City of Literature Office, TWC workshop. Each delegate is invited to present a best-practice insight from their organisation, using a 5-slide presentation.
1:00pm	Lunch with The Wheeler Centre
2:00pmIntroduction to the Australian Writing World
3:00pm	Introduction to Australian Book Review
Australian Book Review (ABR), one of Australia's major cultural magazines, presents high-quality journalism and new writing for the widest possible audience, engaging with all the arts, not just literature. It provides a forum for new Australian writers and reviewers and is committed to raising the standard of arts criticism in Australia. — australianbookreview.com.au
4:00pm	Poetry roundtable
With Australian Poetry, Cordite and Tim Loveday. Australian Poetry is a national not-for-profit organisation representing Australian poets, based at The Wheeler Centre — australianpoetry.org. Cordite Poetry Review is a quarterly Australian and international journal of poetry, criticism and research, founded in 1996 — cordite.org.au
7:00pm	Evening event

  Wednesday 
8:30am	Morning meetings
One on one informal meetings, curated for individual programmers' requests.
10:00am	Roundtable #2 — Best Practice Discussions & Critical Problems
Hosted by the Melbourne UNESCO City of Literature Office, TWC workshop. Each delegate is invited to present a best-practice insight from their organisation, using a 5-slide presentation.
1:00pm	Lunch with Emerging Writers' Festival and Express Media
One of Australia's most established and well-respected literary festivals, the Emerging Writers' Festival exists to develop, nurture and promote Australia's new writing talent, creating platforms for connecting writing communities and their audiences. Its annual festival brings writers, editors, publishers, literary performers and the reading public from across Australia together. — emergingwritersfestival.org.au
2:30pm	Abbotsford Convent
Nestled in a bend of the Yarra River in inner-Melbourne's Abbotsford, the Convent's history stretches back to 1863, when four Sisters of the Good Shepherd established a religious community on the site that grew into the largest charitable institution in the southern hemisphere by 1900. Today the precinct is transformed into Australia's largest arts and cultural centre — 16 acres of National Heritage-listed grounds with 11 historic buildings housing over 120 studios, galleries and cafés, with free entry. — abbotsfordconvent.com.au
3:30pm	Kids' Own Publishing
A not-for-profit arts organisation established in Melbourne in 2005, Kids' Own Publishing has co-created and published over 200 books by children. Their community projects are co-designed with children aged 0–12, their families, carers and communities, through artist-led workshops where children lead the process of writing, illustrating and publishing their own stories. — kidsownpublishing.org.au
7:00pm	Evening event

  Thursday 
8:30am	Morning meetings
One on one informal meetings, curated for individual programmers' requests.



10:00am	Roundtable #3 — Challenges and Opportunities
Hosted by the Melbourne UNESCO City of Literature Office, TWC workshop. A roundtable conversation on challenges and opportunities, facilitated by Melbourne.
1:00pm	Lunch with the COLO Steering Committee
2:00pm	Meeting with Writing Australia
With Wenona Byrne. From 1 July 2025, Writing Australia became a national hub established within Creative Australia to build expertise and partnerships, support writers and publishers, and appoint a National Poet Laureate. Its purpose is to strengthen the Australian literature sector and further develop local and international markets and audiences. It is chaired by award-winning author Professor Larissa Behrendt and is backed by over $26 million in federal funding over three years. — creative.gov.au/writing-australia
3:30pm	State Library of Victoria
One of Australia's oldest and most significant cultural institutions, founded in 1854, the State Library Victoria is home to an extraordinary collection of historical and contemporary materials. It hosts the Melbourne UNESCO City of Literature Office and the Wheeler Centre, making it a central hub for Victoria's literary life, and offers free public access, events, exhibitions, reading rooms and resources for writers and researchers alike. — slv.vic.gov.au
6:30pm	Melbourne Writers Festival — Opening Night
6:30–8:00pm, Athenaeum Theatre.
8:00pmOpening Night after party

  Friday   
8:30am	Morning meetings
One on one informal meetings, curated for individual programmers' requests.
10:00am	Roundtable #4 — Next Steps
Hosted by the Melbourne UNESCO City of Literature Office, TWC workshop.
1:00pm	Lunch with Blak & Bright and the Today Yesterday Tomorrow participants
2:30pm	City of Melbourne Libraries roundtable
Melbourne's libraries welcome people to read, connect, create and learn, with seven branches across the municipality — in the central city, Carlton, Docklands, East Melbourne, North Melbourne, Southbank and Naarm Ngarrgu in the Queen Victoria Market precinct. Membership is free and open to anyone living in Victoria, offering access to books, digital resources, makerspaces and community programs. Includes a visit to Library at the Dock and non/fiction lab at RMIT. — melbourne.vic.gov.au/libraries
Evening	Melbourne Writers Festival event

  Saturday   
6:00pm	Farewell dinner

  Sunday   —  
Delegate departure day — no scheduled program.
Melbourne UNESCO City of Literature Office — Visiting International Literary Programmers' Initiative. Program shown reflects last year's cohort and is provided for illustrative purposes only.
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